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BIRD NESTS 2 
— Fran Silverstein

One of the great mysteries of the natural world is how 
birds can build their specific, often complicated 
nesting structures without instruction or experience … 

RED OAK LICHENS 8 
— Roger Monthey, Constance Stubbs 

and Stephen Sharnoff 
Improve your woodlore knowledge by learning to 
identify a few of the many lichen species that live on 
the bark of one of our most common forest trees … 

KAYAK 16 
— Gail Hansche

The “Eskimo boat” may be the ideal personal fishing 
platform, but it also offers a host of advantages for 
wildlife watchers and photographers … 

ON CALL FOR THE WILD 20 
— by Jessica Briggs

Follow the adventures of a recent college graduate 
who spent a year with AmeriCorps doing conservation 
work to the betterment of Cape Cod … 

THE MASTER SERPENT 35 
— Ann Bailey Dunn

Common, adaptable and more harmless than a 
mouse, the garter snake is our most familiar reptile, 
but some people can't even get its name right … 

Director’s Editorial, 36 
Indestructible Water Bears, 15 
A Snake in the House, 35 

On the Cover: A Greater Yellowlegs is among the many 
wetland wildlife species that can be photographed to 
advantage from a kayak. Photographer and author Gail 
Hansche set up on shore to catch this one in Wellfleet, 
MA, using a Nikon F100, Nikkor 500f4 lens, Nikon SB26 
flash (set at -1), Bogen tripod and Fuji Provia 100 film. 
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